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Over the last 50 years, the Upper Paraná Atlantic Forest of  
eastern Paraguay has been devastated by the encroachment 

of  agriculture, mainly vast monocultures of  soybean 
plantations. The hooded capuchin (Sapajus cay) is the only 

one of  the country’s primates that is restricted in its range to 
the Upper Paraná Atlantic Forest (Lynch Alfaro et al., 2012). 

Little is known about the socioecology of  this species in 
Paraguay (Rylands et al., 2013) . This species is an excellent 
flagship species as it is appealing to the general public while 
being an important seed disperser and ecosystem engineer 
(Oppenheimer & Lang, 1969; Russo & Chapman, 2006). 

To determine key drivers of  population viability in hooded capuchins living in fragmented and pristine forests, assess the 
conservation value of  small forest fragments and integrate the socioecological needs of  the capuchin in the overall 

conservation plan for Paraguay’s forest. 

Objective 1: Determine the ecological requirements 
of  hooded capuchins in the Paraguayan Atlantic 

Forest & hunting pressures in San Rafael.  

Compare group demographics, 
ranging behaviour, feeding 

ecology & social behaviours in 
capuchins living in pristine and 

degraded Atlantic Forest. 
Conduct semi-structured 

interviews in communities around 
San Rafael to evaluate hunting 

pressure. 

Objective 2: Evaluate local knowledge of  primates & 
the effectiveness of  environmental education projects 

as a conservation tool. 

Introduction Study Sites 
From January 2013 – May 2017 two 

groups of  capuchins were followed on a 
daily basis in the highly degraded forest 

fragment of  Rancho Laguna Blanca, San 
Pedro. 1-minute scan samples were used 
to record all the behaviour of  all visible 

individuals. From May 2017 data 
collection continued two weeks per 

month with one group of  capuchins in 
San Rafael National Park, Itapúa, the 

largest remaining tract of  pristine 
Atlantic Forest in Paraguay.  

Aims and Objectives 

Assess knowledge & 
attitudes of  local 

communities with semi-
structured interviews before 

and after the 
implementation of  an 

environmental education 
program.  
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